
 

The Learning Hub  

is a purpose built 

training  centre 

funded by University  

Hospital Birmingham, Advantage West 

Midlands and European Regional  
Development Funds. Although primarily 

set up for adults, they have recently 

started offering support to young  

people and are in the process of  

expanding this serviceñso great news for 

young people which we may come across 

in our clinics (see below). 

 

It is a permanent base for training and 

brokering employment, aiming to work 

with and support hard-to-reach groups. 

Opportunities include basic skill training, 

introduction to IT and access to the Job 

Shop (JS). The JS is run once a week and 

is facilitated by an Employment Coach 

who will give support for job applications 

and discuss options available in the  

community. 

 

The Learning Hub  is based at the 

Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham  

and has been open since April 2009. The 

Hub offers a range of courses and  

support services to assist unemployed 

people from the local community back 

into work. As well as providing support 

in the form of various pre-employment 

training programmes, the Learning Hub 

also offers clients the chance to develop 

their skills, build their confidence levels 
and learn more about the training  

opportunities available to them.  

The Learning Hub  also offers a  

Mentoring Service which aims to  

support clients in making the transition 

from unemployment into work. A bank 

of volunteer mentors from various  

departments and a range of job roles 
have been recruited and they work 

with new employees throughout their 

first 13-weeks of employment. The 

designated Learning Hub Mentor 

matches new members of staff to an 

appropriate mentor and also looks  

after a caseload of new staff herself.  

 

More recently, the Learning Hub  has 

started to offer support to patients 

within various departments within the 

Trust. These patients are mainly 

young people who may have had their 

education or work history interrupted 

due to their illness, and they may need 

support to look into the different em-

ployment and training options available 

to them. The Learning Hub Mentor has 

worked with young people within the 

Young Personõs Unit at Oncology,   

Renal and Rheumatology.  

 

For further information please contact 

Hannah Newman or Jo Turner on 

0121 697 8200 or email  

hannah.newman@uhb.nhs.uk. 
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UN International Year of  Youth  

starts 12 August 2010  

òDialogue  

and Mutual Understandingó 

mailto:hannah.newman@uhb.nhs.uk


P A G E  2  

Letõs tell 

young 

people the 

best books 

are yet to be 

written: the 

best 

painting; the 

best 

government; 

the best of  

everything is 

yet to be 

done by 

them.õ 
- John Erskine 

(American 

novelist, musician 

and educator 

(1879-1951) 

Clinical Lead Role for  

Adolescent Health at BCH 

Dr Janet McDonagh has recently been 

appointed as the Clinical Lead for 

Adolescent Health at Birmingham 

Childrenõs Hospital for 2 days a week 

for a year in the first instance.       

The interview process included being 

interviewed by members of the     

hospitalõs recently established Young     

Personõs Advisory Group (YPAG)ñ

and the experience according to Janet 

was as ò nerve wracking as any      

university or NHS process any day!ó 

IOYR  

(International Organization for  Young people  

with Rheumatism).  

This organisation is being rejuvenated via Facebook to       

encourage networking for young people with rheumatism 

from different European countries. All young people (16-32) 

can become a member of this group and meet other     

members. Pass this on to the patients you see in clinic and 

find out what they think!  

http://www.facebook.com/

pages/IOYR/ 

   

T H E  W E S T  M I D L A N D S  Y A R N  

The remit of the role is to develop an 

adolescent strategy for the hospitalñ

a challenge at this time of financial 

restraint but nevertheless vital for a 

hospital the size of BCH. Transitional 

care and training are 2 of the main 

priorities which will have obvious 

relevance to the adolescent         

rheumatology service at BCHñso 

WATCH THIS SPACE! 

The Royal College of  

Physicians (London) are currently 

discussing how they will address      

adolescent health within their work and 

in training of future adult physicians.  A 

strategic document has been positively 

received by the specialties board in May 

and is due to go to Council in July 2010. 

 

Further updates of this initiative will be 

included  in future YARN newsletters. 



Forthcoming Training Opportunities 
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An adolescent health training 

session for your team? Let us 

know your ideas as to what 

you would like us to put in 

this newsletter, or any      

particular resources we could         

potentially help you develop. 

Please contact Marie, Janet, or 

Alison and let us know 

(details on back page) 

Now it is your turn!  

What can we do for you? 

What do you need from us? 

Information? 

Signposting? 

More/less information in 

the transfer summary? 

 

 

Not Just a Phase  

The YPHSIG in conjunction with the RCPCH and the Department of Health has   

developed a guide to the participation of children and young people in health  services 

for  paediatricians and service leaders. The guide, entitled Not Just a Phase, was 

launched at the RCPCH Meeting in April 2010. It contains practical information for  

clinicians and managers on how to develop a culture of participation by young people in 
health services and case studies to illustrate how this might be achieved. See 

www.yphsig.org.uk 

 

Preparing for Higher Education  

Leaflet from Arthritis Care for young people considering going to university/college 

http://www.arthritiscare.org.uk/@3235/Youngpeopleandfamilies 

Examples of Useful Resources  

Your Space. We want to hear from YOU! 

 
 
 

 
 

Young Peopleõs Health Special Interest Group 
Autumn conference  

òLanded in a very common crisis: 

Meeting the Challenge of Complexity in Young 

Peopleõs Healthó 
Leeds 

7-8 October 2010  
www.yphsig.org.uk  

 

http://www.yphsig.org.uk/


Birmingham Childrenõs Hospital NHS FT 

Steelhouse Lane 

Birmingham 

B4 6NH 

Phone: 0121 333 8209 

Editors: 

Marie McGee, Transition Coordinator 

Marie.mcgee@bch.nhs.uk 

Dr Janet McDonagh (BCH) 

J.e.mcdonagh@bham.ac.uk 

Dr Alison Jordan (UHB) 

Alison.jordan@uhb.nhs.uk 

Useful UK Organisations for  

Health Professionals interested 

in Adolescent HealthCare  

 

RCPCH Young Peopleõs Health  

Special Interest Group 

www.yphsig.org.uk 

 

Association for Young Peopleõs Health 

Www.youngpeopleshealth.org.uk 

 

Training Resources 

www.e-lfh.org.uk 

www.euteach.com 

 

Adolescent Rheumatology Team,  

www.dreamteam -uk.org  

& The YARN Book Shelf&  

www.dreamteam -uk.org  

Read anything interesting recently? If yes ñdo pass it on.  

Plenty of room on the YARN Shelf!!!  
 

& Devitt K, Knighton, Lowe K. Young Adults Today. Key data on 16-25 year olds (1st edition) , 

Young People in Focus. Available from www.youngpeopleinfocus.org.uk @ £16.00 

 

& Duke NN, Scal PB. Adult care transitioning for adolescents with special health care needs: a 

pivotal role for family centred care. Matern Child Health J ; 10 Dec 2009 (Epub ahead of print] 

 
& Hazel E, Zhang X, Duffy CM, Campillo S. High rates of unsuccessful transfer to adult care 

among young adults with juvenile idiopathic arthritis. Pediatric Rheumatology 2010;8:2 (http://

www.ped-rheum.com/content/8/1/2)   

 

& Suris JC, Akre C, Berchtold A, Belanger RE, Michaud PA/ chronically connected? Internet use 
among adolescents with chronic conditions. J Adol Health 2010:200-202 

 

&  Suris JC, Akré C, Rutishauser C. How adult specialists deal with the principles of a successful 

transition. J Adolesc Health. 2009 Dec;45(6):551-5.  

 
&   Tattersall R, McDonagh JE. Transition: a rheumatology perspective. Br J Hospital Medicine 

2010;71:315-319 

http://www.youngpeopleinfocus.org.uk/
http://www.ped-rheum.com/content/8/1/2
http://www.ped-rheum.com/content/8/1/2

